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SUBJECT: NATO SCIENCE COMMITTEE: 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
COMMEMORATION CONFERENCE 

SUMMARY: ON APRIL 1 1-13, AT THE PALAIS D'EGMONT, BRUSSELS, 

THE NATO SCIENCE COMMITTEE CELEBRATED ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
WITH A COMMEMORATION CONFERENCE ATTENDED BY HIGH-LEVEL 
DELEGATIONS FROM ALLIED CAPITALS. DR. FRANK PRESS, THE 
PRESIDENT'S SCIENCE ADVISOR AND HEAD OF THE U.S. DELEGATION, 
READ A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER (ICA WIRELESS FILE 
NO. 70 OF APRIL 11, ITEM EUR 14). CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 
REVIEWED SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF LAST 20 YEARS AND 
DISCUSSED CHALLENGES AHEAD. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PRESIDENT CARTER, IN HIS MESSAGE TO THE CONFERENCE, 

MADE POINT THAT THE "ENDEAVORS BY THE NATO COMMUNITY TO 
EXTEND THE FRONTIERS OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE HAVE BEEN 
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A COHESIVE FORCE IN BINDING THE ALLIANCE TOGETHER ". IN HIS 
REFLECTIONS. PROFESSOR ISIDOR RABI, U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO 
THE SCIENCE COMMITTEE, NOTED THAT WITH LIMITED RESOURCES 
THE NATO SCIENCE PROGRAM HAD ACHIEVED SOMETHING UNIQUE 
IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS— THE CREATION OF A NEW TYPE OF 
UNIVERSITY TO WHICH CAME SOME OF THE BEST MINDS IN THE 
ALLIANCE. OVER THE YEARS, IT HAD CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY 
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TO FOSTERING AN ATLANTIC SOCIETY. 

2. AGENDA: FOR TWO AND ONE-HALF DAYS, CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 
AND PARTICIPANTS DISCUSSED STATE OF ALLIED SCIENCE BY 
FOCUSING ON 15 COMMISSIONED CONFERENCE PAPERS AND CRITIQUES 
ON FOLLOWING TOPICS: 


A. SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF LAST 20 YEARS AND FUTURE 
POSSIBLITIES. 

B. SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

- SPECIAL FOCUS ON ENERGY 

C. SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY 

- LONG-TERM ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 

- POPULATION AND EDUCATION 

- STANDARD OF LIVING, EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR RELATIONS 

D. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN AN INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT 

- IMPACT OF INFORMATION-HANDLING TECHNOLOGIES ON SOCIETY 

- DEFENSE PLANNING AND WESTERN SECURITY 

- INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, ESPECIALLY NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES 
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E. SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ALLIANCE-THE FUTURE 

- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND CULTURAL CONCERNS OF WESTERN WORLD 

- IMPLICATIONS FOR FUTURE NATO SCIENCE PROGRAMS 

(COMMENT: CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PREPARED CRITIQUES WILL 
BE PUBLISHED IN TWO VOLUMES BY OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS.) 

3. THEMES: SEVERAL THEMES WERE REPEATED THROUGHOUT THE 
CONFERENCE DISCUSSIONS: 

- THE CONCEPT OF WESTERN SECURITY MUST BE BROADENED TO 
INCLUDE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, SCIENTIFIC AND POLITICAL CONCERNS 

- NORTH/SOUTH PROBLEMS WILL INCREASINGLY OCCUPY OUR 
ATTENTION AND EFFORTS 

- WESTERN DEMOCRACIES MUST TACKLE LONG-TERM PROBLEMS 
BY ADEQUATE PLANNING 

- INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES ARE NEEDED TO SOLVE THE 
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COMPLEX PROBLEMS CONFRONTING US 

- SCIENTISTS MUST SHARPEN THEIR ABILITY TO SPEAK CLEARLY 
TO THE PUBLIC AND TO MAKE THEIR EXPERTISE MORE READILY 
AVAILABLE TO DECISION-MAKERS 

- WE MUST MAKE TRANSITION FROM CONSUMING TO CONSERVING 
SOCIETY BY MAKING THE NECESSARY POLITICAL DECISIONS AND 
EMPLOYING TECHNOLOGY OF CONSERVATION. 

- RECOGNITION THAT INFORMATION IS A BASIC RESOURCE AND 
THAT INFORMATION-HANDLING TECHNOLOGIES ARE TRANSFORMING 
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OUR SOCIETIES. 

4. SPECIFIC PROPOSALS: THERE WERE A NUMBER OF CONCRETE 
PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE NATO SCIENCE ACTIVITIES. SIR SAM 
EDWARDS (UK) NOTED THAT NATO MIGHT EXPAND THE SCOPE OF ITS 
AIR-SEA INTERACTION PANEL TO INCLUDE STUDYING HOW POLAR 
ICE INTERACTS WITH THE OTHER ELEMENTS. IN SUPPORT. HOLST 
(NORWAY) SAID THAT A POLAR RESEARCH PROGRAM WAS OF PARTI- 
CULAR IMPORTANCE. PESTEL (FRG) SUGGESTED THAT COMMITTEE 
MIGHT SUPPORT EFFORTS TO DEVELOP "QUALITY OF LIFE INDICA- 
TORS" WHICH WOULD BE OF USE TO DECISION-MAKERS GRAPPLING 
WITH SOCIAL/ECONOMIC/POLITICAL PROBLEMS. IN HIS OPINION, 

THE COMMITTEE MIGHT ALSO COMMISSION A STUDY TO SEE HOW 
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THE WEST COULD BEST MANAGE THE NECESSARY FUTURE TRANSITION 
TO NEW ENERGY SYSTEMS. DR. PRESS SUGGESTED THAT THE COMMI- 
TEE GIVE ATTENTION TO PROBLEMS OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY. ALSO, 
THE COMMITTEE MIGHT CONSIDER SPONSORING A SYMPOSIUM TO 
DISCUSS WHAT TECHNOLOGY WOULD BE LIKE IN TEN YEARS AND 
THE IMPACT OF INNOVATION ON OUR SOCIETIES. AT THE CONCLUSION 
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OF SUCH A SYMPOSIUM, POLICY-MAKERS COULD BE INVITED FOR 
BRIEFINGS. 

5. COMMITTEE BUDGET: IN HIS PRESENTATON, SIR SAM EDWARDS 
NOTED THAT OVER THE YEARS THE SCIENCE COMMITTEE BUDGET 
HAD BEEN ERODED BY INFLATION AND WAS UNABLE TO SUPPORT ITS 
PROGRAM ADEQUATELY. THE COMMITTEE WAS NOW FACED WITH THE 
CHOICE OF SEEKING INCRASED FUNDING OR CUTTING BACK SOME 

OF ITS PROGRAMS. PESTEL ADDED THAT IF INITIATIVES ARE TO 
BE UNDERTAKEN NEW FUNDS WILL BE NEEDED. FRANK JUDD, UK 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, AGREED ABOUT 
THE NEED FOR ADEQUATE RESOURCES, AND AMBASSADOR PAULS (FRG) 
ADDED THAT THIS IS THE TIME TO LOOK AT THE BUDGETARY 
CONSTRAINTS ON THE SCIENCE COMMITTEE. IN EXPRESSING HIS 
CONCERN FOR MAINTAINING AN EFFECTIVE NATO SCIENCE PROGRAM. 
DR. PRESS COMMENTED THAT A RECENT U.S. STUDY HAD LED TO 
THE CONCLUSION THAT BASIC SCIENCE AND RESEARCH MUST BE 
GIVEN PRIORITY AND ADEQUATELY SUPPORTED. 

6. COMMENT: THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION CONFERENCE 
WAS ESPECIALLY SUCCESSFUL IN BRINGING TO THE ATTENTION OF 
ALLIANCE LEADERS THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE SCIENCE COMMITTEE 
AND IN ELICITING SUPPORT FOR ITS FUTURE ACTIVITIES. AS WAS 
HOPED, INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCE PAPERS SPARKED A GREAT DEAL 

OF DISCUSSION AND AT TIMES SHARP DISAGREEMENT. IN THE 
COMING MONTHS THE SCIENCE COMMITTEE WILL, WITH THE HELP OF 
EXPERTS, ATTEMPT TO ASSESS THE SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS MADE DURING THE CONFERENCE AND TO DEVELOP, AS NECES- 
SARY, NEW ACTIVITIES AND PRIORITIES TO MEET THE CHALLENGES 
OF THE NEXT 20 YEARS. GLITMAN 
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